CHAPTER VI

The Conquest of Oman

ON 27th July " the chief captain buck farewell to the
commander of the fort, to Afonso do Albuquerque,
and all fidalgos and knights who there remained, which was
not without many tears on either side", Maybe, but we
may assume that Tristao cla Cunha and Afouso de Al-
buquerque parted without any display of grief.

Tristao da Cunha sailed for India- Ho Ml with Al-
buquerque the allotted squadron of live, and also Joao da
Nova. The latter protested vigorously and with some reason,
It was pure bad luck that he had not arrived in Portugal
six months ago. To embark on new Eastern adventures when
he was overdue at home did not appeal to hint at all.

Nevertheless, royal orders were that Albuquerque was
to have four hundred men. The long and tortuous voyage
and the climate of Socotra had not left that number avail-
able. The ship that should .have joined the fleet at Mxtyam-
bique had failed to appear, Joao da Nova was at hand on
Frol de h Mar with ninety men. His services were therefore
commandeered. He was to sail with Albuquerque1!* fleet
as far as Diu and Cambay, after which he could proceed to
India, report to the Viceroy, and then at last go home.
Joao da Nova gloomily submitted, but from that time lie
was a man with a grievance,

Tristao da Cunha's departure left Albuquerque his own
master, supreme commander and final court of appeal from
Guardafui to Cambay, To a man of his temperament it was
an incalculable relief to look to no one but himself for orders
and decisions.